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3.2.12 The Landscape Character Areas are: 

A RIVER VALLEY 
 A1: River Wensum 
 A2: River Bure 

B WOODLAND HEATH MOSAIC 
 B1: Horsford 

C PLATEAU FARMLAND 
 C1: Foulsham and Reepham 
 C2: Freethorpe 

D TRIBUTARY FARMLAND 
 D1: Cawston 
 D2: Weston Green 
 D3: Coltishall 
 D4: Blofield 

E WOODED ESTATELANDS   
E1: Blickling and Oulton 
E2: Marsham and Hainford 

 E3: Spixworth 
 E4: Rackheath and Salhouse 

F MARSHES FRINGE  
F1: Wroxham to Ranworth 
F2: South Walsham to Reedham 
F3: Reedham to Thorpe 

3.3 Landscape Character Types and Areas 

3.3.1 This section of the report describes the variations in the character of the 
Broadland Landscape. For the purposes of the District-wide assessment, 
emphasis is placed upon the definition, characterisation and evaluation of 
Landscape Character Areas at a scale of 1:25,000 within the Landscape 
Character Types.  Detailed ‘profiles’ for each of the Landscape Character 
Types shown on Figure 3.5 are provided and structured as follows:  

 Location and Boundaries
 Key Characteristics
 Summary of Visual Character
 Historic Environment Character
 Ecological Character
 Key Forces for Change
 Landscape Condition and Strength of Character
 Management Strategy and Objectives

3.3.2 For each Landscape Character Area identified within a Landscape Character 
Type, a short profile is provided, structured as follows: 

 Summary of Visual Character
 Inherent Landscape Sensitivities
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 Landscape Planning Guidelines

3.3.3 The evaluation sections of each Landscape Character Area profile provide a 
‘toolkit’ of guidance to inform the planning and design of development 
proposals.   

3.3.4 As acknowledged by the Countryside Agency’s guidelines, landscape is a 
continuum and character does not in general change abruptly on the ground. 
More commonly, the character of the landscape will change gradually rather 
than suddenly, and therefore boundaries drawn between Landscape 
Character Types and Areas shown in Figure 3.5 should be considered to 
reflect zones of transition in many cases. In addition, the boundaries drawn 
around Landscape Character Types and Areas has been defined and mapped 
at a scale of 1:25,000, and the assessment is therefore only suitable for use 
at this scale. This should be taken into consideration when the assessment is 
being used to inform decision-making to development and land management 
proposals.  
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3.4 A: RIVER VALLEY 

Location and Boundaries 

3.4.1 There are two separate locations of this Landscape Character Type within 
the District. The first is located in the western part of the District, north west 
of Norwich, and follows the Wensum River Valley21. Its valley slopes form a 
strong division between the Woodland Heath Mosaic (Landscape Character 
Type B) and Tributary Farmland (Landscape Character Type D) to the north 
and south. The second Landscape Character Area is located in the central 
northern part of the District22 and follows the Bure River Valley in a south-
easterly direction.  The area adjoins the Broads Authority Area at Coltishall, 
where the valley widens out and changes character.  .   

Key Characteristics 

3.4.2 The following Key Characteristics are typical of the River Valley Landscape 
Character Type: 

 Distinct valley landform of flat valley flood plain and adjacent gently
sloping valley sides;

 Strong presence of a river towards the centre of the floodplain;
 Willow pollards and lines of poplar flanking ditches and watercourses on

valley floor, plus areas of reeds, marshes, meadowland and leys;
 Grazing on the valley floor;
 Patchwork of small scale fields, often lined with strong hedgerow

boundaries and hedgerow trees; and blocks of woodland dotted along the
valley sides;

 River crossings, fords and bridges, which provide landscape features
within the valley corridor;

 Remnants and reminders of historic settlement;
 Generally little development on the floodplain;

21 This landscape continues outside the District boundary to the west, within Breckland District.  For 
further information see Landscape Character Assessment of Breckland District, May 2007 (Breckland 
District Council and LUC).   
22 This landscape continues outside the District boundary to the north, within North Norfolk District.  
For furher information see Landscape Character Assessment for North Norfolk District Council Local 
Development Framework: Draft Version. 
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 Settlements predominantly small and linear of strong vernacular

character with scattered farmsteads;
 Presence of characteristic ecological assemblages- including wetland

vegetation, wet meadows and pastures.

Summary of Visual Character  

3.4.3 This Landscape Character Type encompasses the easterly flowing valley 
corridors of the River Wensum and Bure.  The upper valleys of these rivers 
have relatively confined and narrow floodplains, which become wider and 
flatter in the lower reaches of the corridors.  The valleys are predominantly 
underlain by chalk, with drift deposits of sand and gravel, deposited on top of 
the chalk by glacial meltwater.  These deposits are often characteristic of the 
valley sides.  This geology gives rise to a combination of sandy, silty, loamy 
soils and clay.  Variations in topography are very subtle, with the generally 
flat floodplains lying adjacent to gently sloping valley sides.   

3.4.4 There is a relatively strong sense of enclosure along the immediate river 
corridors, with lines of poplars, willows or alder lining the watercourses. 
Small, medium and large blocks of mixed woodland are also present on the 
valley slopes, providing a more varied sense of enclosure.  Views are 
generally channelled along the river corridors, as a result of this enclosing 
vegetation.  From the valley slopes, however, intermittent open views 
towards adjacent Landscape Character Types can be gained from several 
places.   

3.4.5 A small-scale, intimate patchwork of grazed fields follow the valley floors, 
often delineated with a strong landscape pattern of hedge boundaries and 
hedgerow trees.  Permanent grassland is usually confined to the valley floor, 
with patches of arable farmland on some of the valley slopes.  Pockets of 
wet woodland are also landscape features in some locations.  In places, 
ponds and lakes formed in abandoned gravel extraction pits are a feature of 
this Landscape Character Type.   

3.4.6 There is generally very little development on the floodplain, with small-scale 
linear settlements often located on slightly higher land, next to crossing 
points.  Scattered farmsteads are also a feature of the valley slopes. 
Churches, mills and manors along the length of the river corridor form strong 
features in views.  In places, main road corridors (including the A1067 and 
A140) cross the valleys, introducing a source of noise and movement.  A 
network of minor roads also cross the river corridors.   

Historic Land Use Character   

3.4.7 This Landscape Character Type has yielded a range of artefacts that 
illustrate the entire sequence of human occupation from Palaeolithic hand 
axes through Neolithic flint extraction, to Viking jewellery.  Generally this 
evidence of past land use is not visible in today’s landscape, although some 
features survive in the landscape including barrows and ring ditch dating to 
the Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age.  Generally these features would not be 
visible to the untrained eye, due to erosion over the centuries. 
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3.4.8 Open agricultural landscapes were widespread in this Character Type, by 
the Iron Age and continued to be, so that by early 14th century arable 
cultivation dominated.  Between 1500-1750 it is recorded that intensive 
arable agriculture was taking place in parts of the Type whilst other parts 
were dominated by a mixture of open fields and enclosures, woods and 
heaths, cattle, and cereal growing (especially wheat).  Today, the field 
pattern is a mixture of 18th -19th century enclosure, small 20th century 
agricultural fields, patches of woodland and inland managed wetland 
following river corridors.  The latter remains heeding reference to earlier land 
uses. 

 
3.4.9 Remnants and reminders of historic settlement pepper the River Valleys.  

Brampton was originally a Roman town.  The town grew up around the 
junctions of two Roman roads: one thought to lead east to the Norfolk coast, 
while the other ran south linking the village to the capital of the Iceni tribe in 
Norwich.  Archaeological excavations have revealed the remains of a 
Roman bathhouse, alter stones, potters kilns and evidence of iron working in 
the village.  The only signs of this element of the village’s history visible 
today are Roman tiles within the church. 

 
3.4.10 Historically, due to flood risk within the valley, there has been little 

development on the floodplain.  Settlements are often located on slightly 
higher land, next to crossing points. Settlements are predominantly 
dispersed small-medium villages of strong vernacular character and 
scattered farmsteads.  Local traditional materials play a large part in the 
construction of historic buildings.  These materials include red brick, colour-
washed brick and brick and flint.   

 
3.4.11 An example of such a village is Horstead, which lies in an area characterised 

by Norfolk red-brick cottages on the south side of the River Bure.  Echoes of 
Horstead’s past have been evidenced by Roman cremation urns and the 
outline of a Roman marching camp believed to have been constructed 
during the Boadicean Rebellion.  Today however, the oldest houses date to 
the 15th century. 

 
Ecological Character  

 
3.4.12 The ecological character of this landscape character type is dominated by 

the following habitats23: 
 

 Wet grassland 
 Lowland meadows 
 Wet woodland 
 Reedbed 
 Fen 
 Eutrophic waters e.g. gravel pits 

 
3.4.13 The Nature conservation value of these habitats is recognised by the 

following designations24:  
 

 
23 Broadland District Ecological Network Mapping (Norfolk Wildlife Trust, 2007) 
24 River Wensum and Whitwell Common SSSI (English Nature) 
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 River Wensum Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) Protection Area 

(SPA) and Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 Whitwell Common Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 Booton Common Site is a component of unit of the Norfolk Valley Fens 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) as well as being a Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) (i.e. it has a European designation as well as national 
designation and therefore is recognised as being of international value for 
biodiversity.)  

 Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA) 
 

Key Forces for Change  
 
3.4.14 The following Key Forces for Change have been identified for the River 

Valley Landscape Character Type: 
 
 Erosion of river banks, due to motorised craft on the Rivers, and potential 

riverside development; 
 Decline in hedgerow field boundaries and potential loss of hedgerow trees 

as a result of intensification of arable farming practices; 
 Intensification in farming leading to improvement of pastures and potential 

loss of riparian vegetation; 
 Potential rebuilding of bridges along the river corridor, in a style which 

does not reflect existing local character and local building materials; 
 New hard flood defence schemes, which may alter the character of the 

river corridors and potentially damage the ecological quality of the rivers; 
 Nutrient pollution from riverside farmland, adjacent roads and urban 

areas, affecting the water quality of the rivers; 
 Potential urban expansion to the west of Norwich and Hoveton, which 

may be out of character with the surrounding landscape and settlement 
character; 

 
Evaluation  

 
Landscape Condition and Strength of Character 

 
3.4.15 This Landscape Character Type has a generally strong and distinctly 

recognisable sense of place throughout, resulting from the pattern of tree-
lined river courses, gently sloping valley landform overall pastoral character.  
The lines of willow and poplar provide points of visual focus.  Strength of 
character is weaker in proximity to the edges of settlements and old mineral 
working, however overall this landscape has strong pattern and overall 
strength of character.  Overall, condition of elements, such as hedgerows, 
trees and bridges within this landscape is considered to be good, although 
there is evidence of hedgerow decline and loss in places.   

 
Management Strategies and Objectives 

 
3.4.16 The overall strategy for this landscape character type should be to conserve 

the predominantly rural character, strong pattern of riverside trees and 
patchwork of habitats within this Landscape Character Type.  There are also 
opportunities for enhancement, through protection and management of 
woodland, wetland and grassland habitats.  
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3.4.17 Specific management objectives are to25: 
 

 Seek to enhance the corridor of the River Wensum through creation of 
wetland habitats, such as wet meadows and wet woodland; 

 Seek to enhance the River Wensum valley sides through the creation and 
expansion of all types of grassland and woodland; especially mixed 
habitats of grassland, heath and scrub/woodland;  

 Seek strategies to minimise the risk of eutrophication of rivers and 
waterways as a result of run-off from adjacent agricultural farmland e.g. 
catchment sensitive farming techniques; 

 Seek strategies to create and manage urban fringe greenspace in areas 
that border the Norwich settlement fringe, as well as the maintenance and 
enhancement of green corridors through built up areas; 

 Seek opportunities for the enhancement of the Bure and associated 
tributary wetland habitats.   

 
3.4.18 Within this Landscape Character Type, the following Landscape Character 

Areas have been defined: 
 

A1: River Wensum 
A2: River Bure 

 
3.4.19 A summary of each area’s visual character, inherent landscape sensitivities 

and landscape planning guidelines are set out below. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
25 Broadland District Ecological Network Mapping (Norfolk Wildlife Trust, 2007). 



 

Landscape Character Assessment SPD  

41
A1: RIVER WENSUM 

 
Summary of visual character  

3.4.20 Flowing in a southeasterly direction towards the centre of Norwich, the River 
Wensum and its valley slopes form a strong division between Wooded Heath 
Mosaic and Tributary Farmland. Further east, through Norwich the Wensum 
joins the Yare.  The valley becomes much wider and the landscape becomes 
typical of the Broads.  In this character area the Wensum meanders through 
a confined valley floodplain.  It is enclosed to the south by wooded rolling 
slopes, and to the north by less dramatic, gentler arable slopes. The Valley 
has a shallow V-shape, and the valley sides contain an intimate landscape. 
The valley sides are chalk with deposits of Till, and extensive deposits of 
sand and gravel are found on the valley floor.  In places, mineral extraction 
sites associated with these deposits are visible landscape features.  The 
valley floor comprises a lush tranquil pastoral landscape character including 
lowland grazing meadows and marsh, which provide a strong sense of visual 
continuity along the river corridor.  The meadows are typically divided by 
dykes, which create an open landscape where long views can be seen along 
the valley floor. The river valley sides ascend gently from the valley floor and 
comprise a patchwork of small scale arable fields with pockets of pasture, 
often lined with hedgerow boundaries and hedgerow trees.  Eyn Brook flows 
through northern parts of the area, east of Reepham.  The shallow valley 
through which the brook flows comprises a pastoral character, with 
meadows, marshes and woodland.  

 
3.4.21 Woodland is a particular feature of the area; most commonly associated with 

large mixed blocks that blanket the river valley sides. These areas of 
woodland are commonly associated with large seventeenth century houses 
and historic Halls, such as Morton Hall and Weston Hall.  Lakes and ponds 
with surrounding scrub and woodland developed on redundant gravel 
extraction sites is a key characteristic in central parts of the area, near 
Lenwade.  These areas generally coincide with local environmental 
designations that highlight their ecological and wildlife importance.  Eastern 
parts of the area comprise a mixture of land uses, mainly associated with the 
settlement fringe of Norwich including golf courses and hospitals.  

   
3.4.22 The area comprises a scattered settlement pattern.  Small villages punctuate 

the landscape; often located on elevated land, next to crossing points.  
Some of these places have retained their traditional character, however 
many have expanded due to their proximity to Norwich.  Narrow lanes run 
along the tops of the valley sides, and in places cut through the slopes. 
Churches, mills and manors nestled on higher ground at the edge of the 
floodplain form striking visual features. In eastern parts of the area, rolling 
wooded slopes, plantation woodland, scattered scrub and groves of willows, 
enclose the valley floodplain and periodically curtail views.  Extensive blocks 
of woodland that blanket the river valley sides throughout the area create 
distinct wooded skyline views.  There is a generally strong sense of 
tranquillity throughout much of the area.   

 
 
 

 



D1

B1

A1

D2

C1
E2

E3

A1
A1

Reepham

Landscape Character Area A1: 
River Wensum River Valley

MARCH 2008

BROADLAND DISTRICT LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

S:\projects\11107301 Broadland LCA\GIS\Projects\11107301_LCAs\11107301_LCA_A1.mxd

www.cba.uk.net
CHRIS BLANDFORD ASSOCIATES

0 500 1,000 m

KEY

Study Area Boundary

LCA A1

This map is based on Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown 
copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. OS Licence Number 100018156 - 2007

53

ixapp
Pencil



 

Landscape Character Assessment SPD  

43
Evaluation 

Inherent Landscape Sensitivities 
3.4.23 The following inherent landscape sensitivities have been identified: 

 Natural meandering course of the River Wensum (SSSI/SAC) and 
associated floodplain habitats provide a valuable biodiversity resource.  
Within 1km of the River Wensum there are eight county wildlife sites (no. 
1334, 1336, 1339, 1340, 2070, 2112, and 2113)  containing a variety of 
habitats. 

 Mature landscape structure including substantial blocks of woodland, 
mature trees, intact hedgerows and riparian vegetation on the valley floor 
forming a distinct mosaic of meadow and marsh habitats, including 
extensive reedbeds.   

 Areas of open lowland grazing meadows and marsh combined with large 
mixed blocks of woodland, scattered scrub and groves of willow, form 
strong patterns and contrasting textures, which contribute to a distinctive 
corridor of open space that leads to the northwestern part of Norwich. 

 Distinctive character of small villages, comprising buildings that reflect use 
of locally sourced materials. 

 Landscape setting of historic churches, mills and manors. 
 Idyllic pastoral landscape character of the valley floor with meadows, 

marshes and woodland, contributes to a strongly recognisable sense of 
place. 

 Strong sense of intimacy and tranquillity along the river valley floor, which 
is sensitive to incremental small-scale change. 

 Its strength of character and unity. 
 Landscape Planning Guidelines 
3.4.24 The following Landscape Planning Guidelines apply to the River Wensum 

Landscape Character Area:  
 Seek to conserve the generally undeveloped, rural character of the area 

county wildlife sites, and related strong sense of intimacy and tranquillity. 
 Seek to ensure the sensitive location of development involving tall 

structures (such as telecommunication masts and wind turbines for 
example) in relation to prominent skyline locations both within the area 
and within adjacent character areas.  

 Seek to conserve the landscape setting of existing villages, such as 
Lenwade, Morton and Ringland; 

 Seek to maintain greenspace between villages and the edge of Norwich 
urban area;  

 Seek to conserve the landscape setting of historic churches, mills and 
halls, such as Merton and Weston; 

 Seek to conserve sense of openness, in places where long views can be 
seen along the valley floor; 

 Seek to ensure that potential new small-scale development within the 
villages is consistent with existing settlement pattern, density and 
traditional built form;  

 Seek to ensure that potential new developments comprise a fully 
integrated landscape and urban design strategy, which is consistent with 
the local landscape character and screen potential harsh settlement 
edges.  

 Seek to promote use of local materials in new buildings; 
 Seek to maintain and enhance green corridors, which separate built up 

areas, such the corridor of the River Wensum where it flows into Norwich.    
 Seek to create a semi-natural habitats to buffer the River Wensum (SAC) 
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A2: River Bure 
Summary of visual character  

3.4.25 Located in the northern part of the District, the Bure river valley comprises a 
distinctive topography of narrow, flat floodplain contained by gentle convex 
slopes.  Flowing in a southeasterly direction towards Coltishall, the river cuts 
through both solid and drift geology, shaping the underlying chalk into 
shallow convex slopes.  This is overlain by sands and gravels forming the 
gently ascending land surrounding the valley.  

 
3.4.26 A long tradition of grazing on the valley floor is still eminent in this area.  

Historically much of this land, due to its susceptibility to flooding, was not 
enclosed to arable land.  Many place names, such as Lamas, highlight its 
historical use as a low common. Permanent grassland is generally confined 
to the valley floor. In some areas, this is interspersed with arable cropping; 
however, arable farmland is generally confined to drier land on the valley 
slopes.  The small-scale pattern of fields is often defined by robust hedge 
boundaries and hedgerow trees. In areas not used for grazing, blocks of wet 
woodland punctuate valley floor. Willow or alder often line the river corridor.  
In some areas, poplars have been planted along the riverbank.  

 
3.4.27 The area comprises a scattered settlement pattern.  Due to flood risk, 

settlements and farmsteads are sited on the slightly elevated land at the 
edge of the floodplain.  They appear to nestle together, fighting for a place 
on higher ground. With such a location, and strong visual features such as 
churches, these settlements assume a greater significance.  Small manor 
homes, many with moats, add a sense of time-depth to the area and suggest 
a medieval origin.  

 
3.4.28 Central and southern parts of the area comprise a small-scale and intimate 

landscape, with a strong sense of enclosure.  This is provided by woodland 
on the valley slopes, and a strong mosaic of woodland and hedgerows on 
the valley floor.  Extensive low-lying grassland with gentle valley side slopes 
and little mature landscape structure contribute to an open character in 
northern parts, where long views can be seen along the valley floor.  Here, 
the strong distinction between grazing land on the valley floor and arable 
land on the valley sides adds texture.  There is strong recognisable sense of 
place and tranquillity throughout much of the area.   

 
3.4.29 The Bure river valley is often hidden within the surrounding gently rising 

arable land, and there are only occasional glimpsed views into the area from 
outside.  Within the river valley, views are contained by copses, woodland 
and areas of scrub where old hedge lines have overgrown.  The river 
meanders gently through the countryside, conveying a sense of peace and 
tranquillity.  Although the pastoral landscape is becoming fragmented by 
changes in agricultural practice in some areas, the area is essentially a rich, 
peaceful landscape with considerable landscape and historic value.  
Routeways often reside in areas of slightly higher ground; dropping into the 
valley floor only at crossing points. The Bure Valley Path (National Trail) runs 
alongside the river valley railway between Aylsham and Wroxham.   
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